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Program Description: Go behind the scenes of classic 

Hollywood history with Hometowns to Hollywood! Film 

Historian Dr. Annette Bochenek takes you on the road to 

visit the hometowns of classic Hollywood stars through her 

series of highly informative and engaging presentations. 

Annette’s experiences traveling to the hometowns of classic 

film stars bolster her discussions of the lives of the classic 

Hollywood elite, while celebrating their lives and legacies in 

their respective hometowns and beyond. Annette is thrilled 

to offer audiences this especially significant "walk" in the 

footsteps of Hollywood stars through photos, videos, and 

captivating stories.  

"Hometowns to Hollywood" is sure to be an exciting 

experience for teens, adults, and seniors. Moreover, Annette can adapt her presentations to suit the 

interests of her audiences in the best way possible.  

"Hometowns to Hollywood" presentations are delivered in one of three varieties: 

1. 60-minute Themed Presentation (60-min. presentation), $200. This involves a multimedia 

presentation of the themed topic at hand. Presentations include photos, videos and/or audio clips. 

Optional memorabilia display offered at no additional cost. 

 

2. 60-minute Profile Presentation (60-min. presentation), $200. This involves a multimedia 

presentation and discussion of an actor’s early years, career highlights, and later accomplishments, 

as well as a discussion of his/her hometown and legacy. Presentations include photos, videos 

and/or audio clips. Optional memorabilia display offered at no additional cost.  

Biography: Dr. Annette Bochenek is an archivist, film historian, and an avid scholar of Hollywood’s 

Golden Age. She manages the “Hometowns to Hollywood” blog, in which she profiles her trips to the 

hometowns of classic Hollywood stars. She also hosts a film series by the same name. She has been 

featured on Turner Classic Movies and is president of The Windy City Film Fanatics. A regular 

columnist for Turner Classic Movies, Classic Movie Hub and Silent Film Quarterly, her articles have 

also appeared in Nostalgia Digest, The Dark Pages Film Noir Newsletter, and Chicago Art Deco 
Society Magazine.  
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List of Presentations (2020)

Themed Presentations: 
The following presentations focus on themes relating to 

Hollywood history, as opposed to presentations about an 

individual performer. 

 1939: Cinema’s Greatest Year  

Learn about the notable films of 1939, including 

Gone with the Wind, The Wizard of Oz, and more.  

 A Night at the Oscars 

Learn about the history of the Academy Awards, 

memorable moments, and Best Picture contenders. 

 Bad Boys & Girls: The Characters We Love to Hate 

Examine memorable performances of classic 

cinema’s most detestable characters. 

 Based on the Book: From Page to Picture 

Enjoy a presentation about classic films based upon 

books and comparisons between the text and film. 

 Bombshells: Hollywood’s Leading Ladies 

Explore classic cinema’s iconic bombshell actresses. 

 Chicago: The First Hollywood 

Celebrate Chicago’s early entertainment heritage, 

film studios, and stars. 

 A Classic Hollywood Christmas 

Enjoy a presentation on classic Hollywood’s top 

Christmas films.  

 Dynamic Duos: Comedic Partnerships 

Explore early comedy’s top partnerships. 

 End Credits: Cemeteries of Los Angeles 

Learn about the Los Angeles resting places of classic 

cinema’s top stars and how they are honored today.  

 Everybody Dance!: Classic Cinema’s Top Dancers 

Celebrate the iconic dancers of classic film.  

 Fred & Ginger: Forever Dancing 

Explore the careers of F. Astaire and G. Rogers. 

 Hal Roach: King of Comedy 

Learn about the stars under Roach’s employ, 

including Laurel & Hardy, Harold Lloyd, The Little 

Rascals, and more. 

 The History of the Hollywood Musical 

Learn about the evolution of the Hollywood 

musical, hit musical films, and top stars. 

 A Hollywood Halloween 

Enjoy a presentation about the classic horror films 

from Hollywood’s Golden Age. 

 The Irish in Hollywood 

Explore depictions of the Irish in classic film. 

 Ladies of Laughter: Great Comediennes 

Celebrate the funny women of film, TV and radio.  

 Shakespeare in Hollywood 

Learn about classic Hollywood’s interpretations of 

Shakespeare’s works.  

 Silent Clowns: Chaplin, Keaton, & Lloyd 

Celebrate three legends of silent comedy: Charlie 

Chaplin, Buster Keaton, and Harold Lloyd.  

 Supper Clubs of Chicago 

Learn about historic Chicago area supper clubs and 

some of the top acts who performed in them. 

 That’s All, Folks! 

Explore this history of early animation, including the 

works of top animation studios. 

 The Women Who Built Hollywood  

Learn about female film pioneers who worked in 

cinema, on-screen and off.  

Profile Presentations:  
The following presentations focus on individual performers 

and partnerships, discuss the individuals’ hometowns, 

careers, and legacies.  

Actors:  

 Jack Benny: An Illinois Original (IL) 

 Laurel & Hardy (ENG-GA) 

 The Marx Brothers (NY-IL) 

 Frank Sinatra (NJ) 

 Jimmy Stewart: Hollywood’s Everyman (PA) 

Actresses: 

 Judy Garland (MN)  

 Audrey Hepburn (BEL) 

 Princess Grace Kelly (PA) 

 Hedy Lamarr: A Brilliant Beauty (AUS) 

 Pola Negri: The Polish Femme Fatale (PL) 

 Elizabeth Taylor (ENG) 

 Shirley Temple (CA) 

*Custom presentations can also be developed upon request at no additional cost.  


