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Program Description: Go behind the scenes of classic Hollywood 

history with Hometowns to Hollywood! Film Historian Annette 

Bochenek takes you on the road to visit the hometowns of classic 

Hollywood stars through her series of highly informative and 

engaging presentations. Annette’s experiences traveling to the 

hometowns of classic film stars bolster her discussions of the lives 

of the classic Hollywood elite, while celebrating their lives and 

legacies in their respective hometowns and beyond. Annette is 

thrilled to offer audiences this especially significant "walk" in the 

footsteps of Hollywood stars through photos, videos, and 

captivating stories.  

"Hometowns to Hollywood" is sure to be an exciting experience for teens, adults, and seniors. Moreover, 

Annette can adapt her presentations to suit the interests of her audiences in the best way possible.  

"Hometowns to Hollywood" presentations are delivered in one of three varieties: 

1. 60-minute Themed Presentation (60-min. presentation), $200. This involves a multimedia 

presentation of the themed topic at hand. Presentations include photos, videos and/or audio clips. 

Optional memorabilia display offered at no additional cost. 

 

2. 60-minute Profile Presentation (60-min. presentation), $200. This involves a multimedia 

presentation and discussion of an actor’s early years, career highlights, and later accomplishments, 

as well as a discussion of his/her hometown and legacy. Presentations include photos, videos 

and/or audio clips. Optional memorabilia display offered at no additional cost.  

 

3. 120-minute Profile Presentation (includes 30-min. presentation & film screening), $250. This 

involves a multimedia presentation and discussion of an actor’s early years, career highlights, and 

later accomplishments, as well as a discussion of his/her hometown and legacy. Presentations 

include photos, videos and/or audio clips. Optional memorabilia display offered at no additional 

cost. The presentation is followed by a film screening, featuring the star of choice.  

Biography: Annette Bochenek is a PhD student at Dominican University and an avid scholar of 

Hollywood’s Golden Age. She manages the “Hometowns to Hollywood” blog, in which she profiles her 

trips to the hometowns of classic Hollywood stars. She also hosts a film series by the same name. She has 

been featured on Turner Classic Movies and is president of TCM Backlot Chicago. A regular columnist 

for Turner Classic Movies, Classic Movie Hub and Silent Film Quarterly, her articles have also appeared 

in Nostalgia Digest, The Dark Pages Film Noir Newsletter, and Chicago Art Deco Society Magazine.  
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List of Presentations 

Themed Presentations: 

The following presentations focus on Hollywood 

history themes, as opposed to presentations about an 

individual actor. 

 A Night at the Oscars 

Learn about the history of the Academy Awards 

and some of the ceremony’s memorable 

moments. 

 Chicago: The First Hollywood 

Learn about Chicago’s early film heritage, film 

studios, and stars. 

 Darlings of the Depression 

Enjoy a presentation about the top stars of the 

Depression Era.  

 Dynamic Duos: Comedic Partnerships 

Laugh while you learn about early comedy’s top 

partnerships. 

 Fred & Ginger: Forever Dancing 

Explore the lives and careers of Fred Astaire 

and Ginger Rogers. 

 Hollywood Goes to War 

Learn about Hollywood’s response to the War 

effort and key WWII films.  

 Ladies of Laughter: Great Comediennes 

Enjoy a presentation about the funny women of 

film, television, and radio.  

 History of the Hollywood Musical 

Learn about the history of the Hollywood 

musical. 

 Silent Clowns: Chaplin, Keaton, & Lloyd 

Celebrate three legends of silent comedy: 

Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, and Harold 

Lloyd.  

 Silents, Please: Silent Film & Sound Technology 

Enjoy a presentation about silent film and the 

film industry’s transition to sound. 

 

 

Profile Presentations:  

The following presentations focus on individual 

performers. Presentations discuss the individuals’ 

hometowns, careers, and legacies.  

Actors:  

 Jack Benny (IL) 

 Humphrey Bogart (NY) 

 Bing Crosby (WA) 

 James Dean (IN) 

 Van Johnson (RI) 

 Buster Keaton (KS) 

 Jack Lemmon (MA) 

 Frank Sinatra (NJ) 

 Red Skelton (IN) 

 Jimmy Stewart (PA) 

 Spencer Tracy (WI) 

 Orson Welles (WI) 

Actresses: 

 June Allyson (NY) 

 Bette Davis (MA) 

 Irene Dunne (IN) 

 Judy Garland (MN) 

 Katharine Hepburn (CT) 

 Frances Langford (FL) 

 Carole Lombard (IN) 

 Myrna Loy (MT) 

 Colleen Moore (MI) 

 Jane Powell (OR) 

 Gloria Swanson (IL) 

 Lana Turner (ID) 

*Custom presentations can also be developed upon request at no additional cost.  


